1884 Triumph Avenue
Charles City, 1A 50616
August 16, 2004

Ms. Rachel W. Leach

Smith & Carlson, P.C.
Attorneys & Counselors At Law
400 West Jasper

P.O. Box 10520

Killeen, Texas 76547-0520

Dear Attorey Leach:

Let me start by introducing myself. I am Patricia A. (Meyer) Heddens, sister
of David Meyer, that your client, Richard B. Cayton, claims was a Prisoner
of War with him in Viet Nam. Mary Schantag of the P.O.W. Network
contacted me and forwarded an article by Martha Underwood, Staff Writer,
that appeared in the Kilieen Daily Herald February 24, 2002. This article is
basically about Richard Barr Cayton being a POW from 01 January 1971
through 21 January 1971. In the article, he states that my brother was a
POW with him. The family of David Meyer was never informed of him
being a POW, being in a hospital in Japan, and he never came home for a
30-day leave as the article states. David was wounded on 10 January 1971
and died on 11 January 1971.

I have the following information that I am enclosing:

1. A copy of your letter to Mary Schantag re Richard Barr Cayton
being aP.O.W.

2. A copy of letter that was written by Mark F. Hansen, Captain,
Infantry Commanding, Department of the Army, Company G, 75%
Infantry (Ranger), 23d Infantry to my father (Carl W. Meyer) upon
David’s death.

3. A copy of a letter from William D. Harbour, Chaplain (MAJ) dated

25 January 1971 that states on 12 January 1971 a memorial service

was held in honor of David Meyer.

A copy of the memorial service bulletin.

A copy (2 pages) of all the names of the servicemen that attended

the service on the 12 January 1971. Please pay particular attention
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to the last name on the second page, first column (Richard B.
Cayton). Perhaps you have a signature from Richard B. Cayton to
verify that this is his signature. If this were his signature, it would
have been impossible for him to have been a POW during the time
he claims.

6. A copy of DD Form 1300 for David Meyer.

These articles have been very difficult for me to read. My brother was very
dear to me and I do not want anyone using his name wrongfully. I am
requesting a retraction be placed in the newspaper (Daily Herald) stating that
my brother, David Meyer, was not a POW with Richard Barr Cayton. T am
also requesting the article to appear in a place where the people of Killeen
will read it.

Thank you in advance for helping me in correcting this error. If there is any
further information you require, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Rt @ Flosaona’

Patricia A. Heddens

Copy: Gordon Meyer
Mary Schantag &
Richard Barr Cayton
Martha Underwood
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POW Network -

Mary and Chuck Schantag

Box 68

Skidmore, MO 64487-0068
Re:  Richard B. Cayton
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Schantag:

It has come to our attention that Richard B. Cayton has been incorrectly
labeled as a phony prisoner of war on your website, entitled pownetwork.org. In
addition you have forwarded e-mails to members in the oommumty stating that
Mzr. Cayton is not a former Prisoner of War.

As this time, we request that you remove his name from your “phony
list” and cease sending the slander e-mails. As you will see from the attached
DD form 214, Mr. Cayton was a prisoner of war in Vietnam from 1 January
1971 through 21 January 1971.

Mr. Cayton should be recognized for his sacrifice as a Prisoner of War.
It is a shame to discredit Mr. Cayton for the sacrifice he gave to our country.
Your false reports of Mr. Cayton’s service have caused heartache and pain to
not only Mr. Cayton, but his friends and families as well.

Please take immediate oorrectivé é,ction to remove Mr. Cayton from your
lost of phonies. If you require any additional proof or information, please
contact me directly at 254-526-5688.

I look forward to hearing from you sog

frwi

cc: Mr. Richard B. Cayton



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Company G, 75th Infantry (Ranger)
23d Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96374

27 JAN 1974

Mr, Carl W, Meyer
603 3d Avenue
Charles City, Iowa 50616

Dear Mr, Meyer:

It is with deepest sorrow that I extend to you the condolences of the men
of the 75th Infantry (Ranger), for the loss of your son, David,

During the night of January 10, 1971, David's unit was performing a recon-
naissance mission near the village of Tinh Trung, approximately 19 miles
northwest of Quang Ngail City, in Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam,
At 11:30 P,M,, the element came under heavy attack by enemy forces and
requested they be removed from the area, Four helicopters came to assist
them. Due to the mountainous terrain, it was impossible for any of the air-
craft to land; instead one ajrcraft hovered above David's element and lowered
harnesses by rope in order to pull the men to safety. During this operation
the pilots had no visual contact with the men below because of the dark,
cloudy night and aggressive enemy contact on all sides. Another aircraft
signaled that the men were ready to be lifted to safety. Faced with a
mountain to his £front, the pilot lifted up, backed up and turned to his left
in order to maneuver out of the dangerous area, At this time the aircraft
lost some altitude and the men became entangled in the tree tops., One
passenger in the helicopter was handling the ropes and was thrown to the

rear of the aircraft by the force of the suddenly taut rope. He imme-
diately tried to contact the pilot, but the violence of his fall had dis-
connected his microphone communication system with the pilot. Before the
pilot could be notified, the rope broke and the men fell to the ground.

David was immediately evacuated by helicopter to the 91st Evacuation Hospital
at Chu Lai. However, due to the serlousness of his wounds and despite every
possible effort by skilled medical personnel, David passed away at 8:35 A.M,,
Januvary 11, 1971,

Since joining our unit, David gained the respect and admiration of all who
knew and worked with him, In these hours of sorrow, there is little I can
say except we will all miss your son, I hope you can find some solace in
the knowledge that your grief is shared by every member of this company.
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A memorial service wes conducted for Lovid, =nd tho officers =nd men of
the eompeny joined me in rendering milits x: honers and finegl tribute to
him,

"Mme sincere uympethy of thie commend is eortsnded Lo you in your berosvement,

inesrsly yours,

Aot il

FARK ¥, HANSEN
Sepilain, Infrntry
Commending



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, 23d Infantry Division Sunport Command
Office of the Chaplain
APO San Francisco 96374

AVDP-SCCH 25 January 1971

Mr. Carl W. Meyer
603 Third Avenue
Charles City, JTowa 50616

Degr Mr. Meyert

On 12 January 1971 at 1600 hours, we held a memorial service in honor of
your son, David L. Meyer. Almost every man in the company, including
the commending officer, CPI Maprk F. Hansen, attended the service. The
Support Command commander, COL Paul B. McDaniel, as well as many other
officers, also attended the service.

Enclosed is a bulletin of the memorial service and the signed name of
each peraon who attended. By the number of men who attended the service,
David was well liked and respected and will be missed by those who knew
him,

I would 1like to express to you my deenest sympathy in your loss of
David. May God supnly you with strength and comfort during these days
of sorrow. Our vrayers are with you end may God bless you.

Sincerely,

Ulellnrn, D FforLpen

WILLIAM D. HARBOUR

Chaplain (MAJ), USa
Support Command Chaplain
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HEADGUARTERS

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY -
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL v
) WASHINGTON, . C., 20315 ieh
- REPORY MUMBER AND TYPE DATE PREPARED
REPORT OF CASUALTY A-220A CORRECTED FINAL RVN 29146 | 15 March 1971

t. SERVICE IDENTIFICATION (Name, Service Number, Gende or Rate, Component, Branch and Organlxation)

MEYER, DAVID LEE; (NO SN) SSG; AUS; CO G, 75TH RANGERS, 23D INF DLV (AMERICAL)
VIETNAM

2. CASUALTYSTATUS [ parrie 3 non-parrLE

DIED 11 January 1971 in Vietnam 48 a result of wounds received in act;i.on".'.

~

Commenced tour in Vietnam 7 October 1970

e

3. DATE AND FLACE OF BIRTH, RACE, RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
14 July 1949; Charles City, Iowa Caucasian Lutheran

4. DATE AND PLACE QF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CURRENT STATUS AND HOME OF RECORD AT TIME
3 September 1969; Newark, New Jewsey Charles City, Iowa

5. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PAY GRADE, LENGTH OF SERVICE FOR PAY, BASIC PAY, INGENTIVE PAY CHECK IF APPLICAHLE

483-60-3274 E-6 $344,10 [Jcrew [T] non-crew

€. DUTY STATUS
ACTIVE: ON DUTY

7. INTERESTED PERSONS {Neme, Addrcss, Relationship)

Mr. Carl W. Meyer, 603 3D Avenue, Charles City, lowa 50616, Father, 1, 2, 3
Notified 14 January 1971 :
(Mother deceased)

DA Form 41 dated 8 September 1969

8, ggtﬁgTwFoﬂ VA TO - REF‘QRTING COMMAND AND DATE REPORT RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT
[dves K no CG USARV LBN RVN 13 January 1971
10. SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER, LOCAL BOARD, AND LOCATION (1] wnknown, enter date and place of Jirat enfry in Armed Scrvices)
13-34-49-106 LB #34 Newton, New Jersey “

11. PRIOR SERVICE FATA

[Jves [Kno

12, REMARKS ,

B !

FOR VA: Certification of Basic pay UP PL 89-622. None

Final report issued 19 January 1971.

) I MR '
QUANG NGAI (05 1{/5 I

FOOTNOTES:

1 Adult next of kin. ]
2 Beneficlary for gratully pay in event there i no surviving wife or child-as designated on rocord of emergency data,

3 Beneficlary for unpald pay and sllowancey —az dealgnated on record of emergency data.

13. DISTRIBUTION 14, BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:
B-g8 - )
vV c

Adjutdnt General

MAR 60

DD ‘FORM 1300 REPLACES DA FORM 52-1, WHICH 1S OBSOLEYE. s
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