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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS .

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380 N
IN REPLY REFER TO

MSPA-]-6-wah
3040
22 Jan 1976
From: Hearing Officer BRI
To: Senior Member, Review Board for Recommending Con-
tinuation or Change of Status of Missing, Missing
in Action or Captured/Detained Personnel
Subj: Review and collection of information concerning the

status of Staff Sergeant David W. ERICKSON,
DATA .+ U. 8. Marine Corps, missing in action

Ref: (a) Department of Navy Regulations for Holding Hearings
pursuant to the Missing Persons Act dated 28Mar74.
(b) Head, Personal Affairs Branch ltr dated 5Aug74
(c) Disclosure of Decision from Mrs. Lyla E. Erickson
dated 15Jan76
(d) Disclosure of Decision from Mr. Arland W. Erickson
dated 9Jan76 '

1. In accordance with references (a) through (d), a review

of Staff Sergeant Erickson's records was conducted on Janwary
22, 1976.

2. Based on the information in Staff Sergeant Erickson's
case file and Memorandum for the Record INTC-WHP-wfh over
3461 dated January 9, 1976, it is recommended that the status
of Staff Sergeant Erickson be changed from missing in action
to killed in action, body not recoyered. /

Y

Maj USMC
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MSPA-l—G-wah o
2000 176

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Senior Member, Missing and Captured

Review Board's ltr MSPA-1-6-wah dtd 24 JAN 197

From: Head, Personal Affairs Branch
Tos Missing and Captured Personnel Unit
Subj: Determination of death; case of Staff Sergeant

David W, ERICKSON, Dam
Corps, missing in action

» U. S, Marine

1. Concur with the recommendation in paragraph 1 of the

hasic letter,
,/::2555522272>éﬁlﬁ

ROY L, BELLI
Col UsMC




MSPA-1-6-wah

A SUMMARY OF THE INCIDENT

¢ .

Staff Sergeant ERICKSON (then a Private FirstClass) and
two other Marines were reported missing on March 16, 1968,
when they failed to return from a boating trip near the Ha
Dong Bridge, 15 miles south of Danang. For four days pre-
ceding their disappearance, the three Marines had been
taking the boat out for a few hours each day. Shortly after
the three Marines departed in the boat, three muffled ex-
plosions were heard in the direction where they were boating.
A fire team was sent to search for the three Marines, but
met with negative results. Another larger patrol searched
along the river but could find no trace of the missing Marines.
On March 21, 1968, a body of one of the Marines who was with
Staff Sergeant ERICKSON was discovered floating in the river.

No information to supplement that contained in the initial
investigation of disappearance, summarized above, has been
derived from the intelligence debriefings of repatriated
prisoners of war or from any other source concerning Staff
Sergeant ERICKSON,
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The exact date and place of SSGT Erickson's d4th aremnot known.
The following is a brief description of the facts: inSSft
Erickson's case including the basis for the conclusion that ;é?/
he is dead. On 16Mar68 SSgt Erickson (then a Private First
Class) and two other Marines were using a boat for recreational
purposes on‘a river near the Ha Dong Bridge, 15 miles south

of Danang, Republic of Vietnam. Three muffled explosions

were heard in the vicinity where he and two other Marines

were boating. An intensive search of the area where they

were boating failed to reveal any trace of ghe missing Marine%a
A later search recovered oneM Marine's body floating in the
river. No information to supplement the above, which indicates
that SSgt Erickson survived after 16Mar68 has been received.

On the basis of the foregoing, the absence of information

from all sources that he survived, and the elapse of time
without indication of survival, it was determined that SSgt
Erickson is dead. This finding of death was made by me as
designee of the Secretary of the Navy under Title 37, U. S.

Code Section 555 on 2§ Feb 19)9L Accordingly, continuance

of Marine Corps pay and allowances under Chapter 10, Title 37,

U. S. Code terminates on that date.



The proposed action concerning the subject individual has

been coordinated with the PW/MIA Tagk Force.

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS °

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380
IN REPLY REFER T0

MSPA-1-6-wah
3040

/\28 . 27 JAN 1376
| PW/MIA Task Force BT
From: Senior Member, Missing and Captured Review Board
¢ To: Head, Personal Affairs Branch
Subj: Determination of death; case of Staff Sergeant
David W, ERICKSON, DATA » U. S, Marine
Corps, missing in action
Ref: (a) 37 U, S. Code 555

(b) SECNAV ltr file JAG:11:WJG:z over A3-1(l) of

16Feb45 and file Al8 (3009) of 20Juld2
(c) CMC 1ltr Ser MC 1132648 of 50ct49, approved by
SECNAV on 110ct49
Hd, PersAffBr ltr MSPA-1-6-wah dtd 200ct75
Hearing Officer ltr MSPA-1-6-wah dtd 22.Jan76
Captain Bartlett's ltr DLB/jjm over 5800

(d)
(e)
(f)

of TApr68

1. A careful review of all available data regarding the
circumstances surrounding the casualty status of the subject
named Marine has been made. From analysis of the evidence,
it is the opinion of the Missing and Captured Review Board
that sufficient data is available to warrant a change in
status from missing to deceased. References (a) through

(f) were reviewed this date and contain the information

upon which this opinion is based. Accordingly, it is
recommended that his status be changed to deceased.

MATTJ. MARSHALL
Major UsMC
Senior Member

Ollam W LELA

Concur

WILLIAM B, WHITE TERRELL L. DULAN
Major usMC Captain usMC
Member Member
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27 Felruary 177,

Tl

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS °
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20380

1. USA PERSONNEL:

IN REPLY REFER TO No additions or changes.
MSPA-1-6-wah
3040 | 2. USN PERGONN .
.,_‘4FEB Bro | For NVN: ' Change :iom MM to 0
MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY Cor R ' | - L
YARBROUGH, William P. CDR 19 °Jan:67

3. USAF PERSONNEL:

|

|
Subj: Change of status from MIA to KIA (BNR)

|

|

1. After careful review of all available information, a

change of status from missing in action to killed in action i  No additions or changes.,
in the case of the below listed Marine is considered appro- o :
priate: | 4. USMC PERSONNEL.
Staff Sergeant David W. ERICKSON, DATR , USMC : a. For NVN: Change from MY Lo XY:
2. Mrs. Lyla E, Erickson and Mr. Arland W. Erickson, the PERCOCK, John R. 11 Capt Li et i
parents of Staff Sergeant David W. ERICKSON, DATHA '
USMC, have waived all their rights as established by current 3 D, Tor SVN: Chanaa from MM to VX
Department of the Navy Regulations, and requested that a C Co
preliminary review be held as soon as possible, An informal - , ) R ERICKSON., David .¥.. ‘“\\ SSgt CEYO16 Mor g0
review was held on January 22, 1976, with the concurrence . "
of Mrs. Lyla E, Erickson and Mr. Arland W. Erickson. \37*~@lulh¢égb. e
3. Coordination has been effected with the Department of No additions or changes.
Defense PW/MIA Task Force. .
4. A summary of the incident is attached. Your concurrence
in the change of status is requested.
18 FEB 1976 ROBERT H, BALROW -
o LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS -
APPROVEDDAJL.... s DEPUTY CHIEF OF STATF TOR NMANPOWER -
' | ,':: )
sttt J. William.Middendorf.1l.. | - -
Secrptary of the Navy
3 T =
LOWTIoy, —=
5@ -
%}’» f\*\g ‘
276.1910 13/ -




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY e ————
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
— WAEHINGTON. D. E. 20380 HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
+ REPORT NUMBER AND TYPE 1, WASHINGTON, D, C. 20380
REPORT OF CASUALTY 3466A-68 FINAL JAS/vEg #2 ;ﬁ'al;;guuo T R¥FORT NUMBER AND TYPL 1. DATE PREPARED
3. SERVICE IDENTIFICATION (Name, Social Sscurlty Number, Grade or Rate, Compone.it, Ullnltihwalﬂlu“dd. ( REPORT OF CASUALTY 3466A"68 FINAL JAS/Vfg #3 9Ma
ISSING & CAPTURED . al Secwrity Number, Grade or Rate, Componsit, Hranoh and Organisation), ( MO/
ERICKSON David Wayne  DAM /0351 SSGT USMC PERSONNEL UNIT HQME. B SEAVICE IDENTIFIGATION (Hems. St 22y MLSSING & CAPTURED
. PR ' ] MC ,
4 CASUALTY STATUS i) arrie []NON=BATTLE b. COMMENCED TOUR DATE: 16Feb68 ‘ ERICKSON Dayid Wayne DA /0351 SSGT USMC PERSONNEL UNIT HQ . 1
e stavun [JJoerarn [X] xia  [Jummsing  [] snnino i acrion G CASUALTY STATUS iy aprig [ NON=8ATTLE b COMMENCED TOUR DATEI |
d oaTE *(see remark ) DCAPTUIID‘ 0 °'"‘"‘.KIA_§.BH&)__ NG IN ACTION carrungo - [ ] oTHER KIA(BNR) -
e rks o pLACE *(see remarks) (pecily) c. svarum [Jomatw [ wia  []wmeine [ missina s O e
pec
{1 causts cincumsTaNcEs *(gee_remarks) d oarns o pLAcE
8. & DATE AND PLAC E OF BIRTH b. RACE ¢ SEX d. RELIGIOUS PR e emene
. oUs PREFE
24FebS0 Santa Ana CA Cau M P " 5. & DATE AND PLAC £ OF BIRTH b, RACE C. 9EX d. RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
0.2 tgn}: Agc_} N}:fc 1': or Lml;“m;ﬁg" ACTIVE DUTY IN CURRENT STATUS AND HOME OF RECOAD AT TIME
un ihneapolis Minneapolis Hennepin MN URRENT STATUS AND HONE OF RECORD AT TINE
78, PAY QRADE ] . DASKC PAY 656.10 e INCENTIVE /ADDITIOI:ML P T T g 8. DATE AND PLACE OF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CUR
FDP_ 20,00 ' 7
T A HFP 65,00 E] ves  [] wo Ol crew ] passenenn Ja. PAY GRADE B, BASIC PAY r3 |E¢3:u:‘u:z ADDBO':‘AOL PAY 14 CD“;!KI :‘r 5:1::::“:!! i
B, OUTY STATUS -
ACTIVE:On duty
%. INTERESTED PERSONS (Name, Address, Rolatlonahip) DATE OF RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA FORM] /Mar 68
Mrs Lyla E Erickson ;gz;nites o 5 TNTERESTED PERSONS (Name, Address, Relationship) DATE OF RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA FORM!
DA™
Mr Arlund W Erickson .
i} DA Fath
« REPORT FOR VA T0O 11, REPORTING COMMAND AGENCY AND O :
FOLLOW i ATE REPORT RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT LS1 END
12, PRIOR SESICV:;A no N SENIOR MEMBER MIS&CPTD REVIEW BD's ltr MSPA-l-6-wah dtd 70, REPORT FOR VA TO T T AEPORTING COMMAND AGENCY AND DATE REPORT RECEWED IN DEPARTMENT
X FOLLOW
O ves Ewo Minneapolis Hennepjn MN ' 27JANT6 PN T “Ealcv:;g =
';;““Am“'*The e*act date and place of SSGT Erickson's death are not known, .[]vz: [ wo
1ne1f§}1omﬁg 1s ? brief descriptior.l of the facts in SSGT Erickson's case . 7 nemanks Ltem F13 Continued
. ¢ lli mg(t € ba81s.for th(f conclusion: that he is dead., On 16Mar68 SSGT xthe missing Marines. A later search recovered one Marine's body floating
b:;: ;00 then & Private Firet Class)and tuo other Marines were using a | in the river. No information to supplement the above, which indicates that
south o; ;ecreational purposes on a river near the Ha Dong Bridge, 15 miles SSGT Erickson survived after 16Mar68 has been received. On the basis of the
in theo . i“?ngs Republic of Vietnam. Three muffled explosions were heard foregoing, the absence of information from all sources that he survived,~ -
cedirch ‘éfctglty where he and two other Mar}nes were boating. An intensive |- and the elapse of time without indication of survival, it was determined
| e area where they were boating failed to reveal any trace of that SSGT Erickson is dead. This finding of death was made by me as designee
- ; of the Secretary of the Navy under Title 37, U. S. Code 555 on 25Feb76.
| Accordingly, continuénce of Marine Corps pay and allowances under Chapter .
| 10, Title 37, U. S. Code terminates on that date,
FOOTNOTBS:
": ;f::‘llz:r‘yol'uu:l.alully pay In event there fe no eurviving child~es deslignated oh record °‘ émecgoncy data.
3. Beneliclary fot unpald pay and allowancea—as deslgnagedongeo of emergency data.
) . 4, 0ISTRIBUTION 18, SIGNATURE ELE /T
- J. N. LYORWAIS ‘
Captain, U. S. Marine Corps B f i Lo e R NI -
e e Accictant fo: e Tty SE 1 5 _ ci
DD, 541300 i S s Th o) nicus SRTSLETE ne BY omlelm N Of\’;!l)il‘\;TBglf\’NTlliE MARINE CORPS @
DD FONM 1800, ¥ MAR €0, WHICH 18 OBSOLETK, -

y direction of the Cowmaudaut of the Marine Corps ]1
X

T 300 _
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WU INFOMASTER

e "

HQ MC WSH B
016859C056 1349EST

001 XV USGOVT PD GWA 090175 WASHINGTON DC 25 FEBRUARY 1976
PMS MRS. LYLA E. ERICKSON /DO NOT DELIVER BETWEEN 10PM AND 6AM
LOCAL TIME/ DA

I DEEPLY REGRET TO CONFIRM THAT THE STATUS OF YOUR SON,

STAFF SERGEANT DAVID W. ERICKSON, USMC» HAS BEEN CHANGED FROM -
MISSING IN ACTION TO DECEASED. THE EXACT DATE AND PLACE OF

STAFF SERGEANT ERICKSON‘S DEATH ARE NOT KNOWN. BASED ON A REVIEW"
OF YOUR SON’S CASE AND THE LACK OF INFORMATION THAT HE SURVIVED
AFTER 16 MARCH 1968, IT IS PRESUMED THAT HE IS DECEASED. ON .
BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS I EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT

CONDOLENGCES IN YOUR BEREAVEMENT.

LOUIS Ho VILSON, GENERAL, USMC, COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE GORPS

"\

\

ACCEPTED
00001

1-PC

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—30¢ (plus postage)

POSTMARK
SENT 10 0STMAR
Mrs., Lyla E. Erickson - .
O | sweer avono. ///1:;22
IR} .
m Dﬁm ‘ ‘_____7\ 1“. ' :
¢ Tp.0 STATF AND 71P CODE . B
‘ DATA, e
S R
preem O N o whom and date delivered ......... NiaN
Q RETURN " Show&itg delivery to addressee only ...... d ggc\_ ; y
[N~ RECEIPT 2. Shows to whom, date and where delzlivere . Bsg \l‘/
SERVICES With deivery 1o addressee 00l ooz .
’UEGVER“TOWAVB'DRE“AEE,OELY_J_ """ .‘:'.‘l.’.‘:_‘;fl‘:"iil"l """ -__, .
o "SPECIAL DELIVERY (oxtra fo0 roquired) i -
-4 PS Form NO INSURANCE COVERAGE PROVIDED— (e other side)
Apr. 1971 3800 NOT FOR INTERNATIONAL MAIL . Gpo 1072 0 - 400-143

¢ (
WU INFOMASTER
HQ MC WSH B
0170250056 1352EST co5

002 XV USGOVT PD GWA 090175 WASHINGTON DC 25 FEBRUARY 1976

PMS MR. ARLAND V. ERICKSON /DO NOT DELIVER BETWEEN 10PM AND 6AM
LOCAL TIME/ DA

I DEEPLY REGRET TO CONFIRM THAT THE STATUS OF YQUR SON,

STAFF SERGEANT DAVID W. ERICKSON, USMC, HAS BEEN CHANGED FROM
MISSING IN ACTION TO DECEASED. THE EXACT DATE AND PLACE OF

STAFF SERGEANT ERICKSON’S DEATH ARE NOT KNOWN. BASED ON A

REVIEW OF YOUR SON’S CASE AND THE LACK OF INFORMATION THAT HE
SURVIVED AFTER 16 MARCH 1968, IT IS PRESUMED THAT HE IS DECEASED." -
ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS I EXTEND OUR N
HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES IN YOUR BEREAVEMENT. °~

LOU;S He WILSON, GENERAH, USMC, COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

\

ACCEPTED
00002

1-PC

002 XV USGOVT PD GWA 090175 WASHINGTON DC 25 FEBRUARY 1976

Pi1S MR. ARLAND W. ERICKSON /DO NOT DELIVER BETWEEN [0PM AND 6AM
LOCAL TIME/ DATR

I DEEPLY REGRET TO CONFIRM THAT THE STATUS OF YOUR SON,

STAFF SERGEANT DAVID W. ERICKSON, USMC, HAS BEEN CHANGED FROU
MISSING IN ACTION TO DECEASED. THE EXACT DATE AND PLACE OF
STAFF SERGEANT ERICKSON *S DEATH ARE NOT KiOWN. BASED ON A
REVIEW OF YOUR SON’S CASE AND THE LACK OF INFORMATION THAT HE
SURVIVED AFTER 16 MARCH 1968, IT IS PRESUMED THAT HE 1S DECEASED.
ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS I EXTEND OUR
HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES IN YOUR BEREAVEMENT.

LOUIS He WILSON, GENERAL, USMC, COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS

/36
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