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Vincent Kucinskas

Kucinskas has had ancestors
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in the United States military. Basically
every generation went into the military
because as Vincent said, “people have to die
to defend a nation.”

Before joining the military Vincent was
planning on being a history teacher, but his
dad looked him in the eye and said, “Are
you going to teach history or make it?” This
ultimately helped Vincent decide to join
the military. When he told his parents his
mom would not stop crying, and his father
just pat him on theogl:i.

througp:qﬁg. He is a survivor.of the TET

help the marines during this time. His
father base was Eagle
in Thu Bai, in a jungle
between two cities right
off the Ashau valley, in the
Hue area. The biggest and
closest city was Danang.
His contingency fought
from the Hue area through
Ashau valley to Thu Bai,
Vietnam. In Weigh it was
house to house fighting
because of the way that
the city was set up. It was
harder to fight in the city,
from doorway to doorway
versus fighting in the jun-

ier to track in lhejungle. -
After the TET Offensive was under con-
_trol, Vincent was scheduled to go home

id. He was made into a Staff
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bring an ear back, which then
i’m::”tl'nemcre-ditforthe:l:illandac-aseof

Ti:e first person that Vincent killed,
he had to kill by hand because his M16

Vincent served in Vietnam from 1968

dog tag was put between
person so that the military

quarters.

After a while in this situation Vincent
learned not to make friends. He would help
the new grunts, make sure that they could
be counted on, but would net get attached.
When he got home he was spit on, cursed,

called a baby killer, and so in
he ripped the insignias off of his uniform.

Vincent has been in Lake County now
for about three years and has been married
four times. He currently has seven kids;
five sons and two daughters. Out of his five
sons two are currently in the military.




