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Members of American Legion Post 48 Beloit
presented Odella Roberson, 101, with an
American flag on July 4 on behalf of her late
husband, General Roberson, who served in
World War II. Pictured from left at the Harbor
House, assisted living facility are American
Legion members Steve White, Rocky Plomb,
Calvin Johnson, Sr., Roger Schmoldt, Barry
Pringle (Sons of the American Legion) and
Myron Cobb III. Seated in the red jacket is
Odella Roberson. Photo provided

Enclosed is an article and photo of the stolen valor issue in question. The subject Myron Cobb III,
has stated to me he is 58 years old. that would put his birthdate at 1951 or 1952? As you can see
in the picture he wears quite an impressive rack of ribbons, in the article Myron states he was
wounded 6 times. Myron stated to me he has 8 Purple Hearts. Either verision of that issue is hard
for me too believe. I think he enlisted from Rock county Wisconsin. I noticed with all Myron wears
he is not wearing a Good Conduct Medal, maybe not flashy enough for him? I really want to verify
that this man is entitled to everything he is wearing. If Myron truely rates what he has on, I would
be the first to admit I was wrong and he truely is a very decorated veteran. Please help.
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Vietnam Veterans memorial in Beloit

On Wednesday, Myron Cobb and James Faust
knew exactly what time the American Veterans

A member of the U.S. Marine Corps, Cobb
served in the 3rd Marine Division, 3rd Battalion
Reconnaissance. He was in Vietnam from
December 1968 to August 1971, a total of 33
months. Thirty-three months he can still recall.

Staff photo by Kyle R. Morris
Ron Shaw lines up panels of the traveling Vietnam War
Memorial this morning along Riverside Park, in Beloit. The
wall will be on display from Sept. 21-24.

"I was 17 years old when I landed in Vietnam. As a little boy from Wisconsin, I was scared - every
day, scared to death," Cobb reflected.

As part of a Special Forces long-range patrol team, Cobb said his base was fired at nearly every day
I he was stationed there. "I was so close to my enemies I could smell their skin," he revealed.

Cobb was awarded six Purple Hearts for the wounds he received while he was there, in addition to
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awesome sight," he said.
j
i While Faust has seen several replicas, he has never been to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in

Washington, D.C., either.
I

"I have diabetes, associated with Agent Orange, and I'm legally blind. I could go blind tomorrow. It's
my goal to go, but if I don't make it there, seeing this wall is as good as it gets," he said.

Faust compared the feelings a veteran experiences when viewing The Wall to the grief of losing a
loved one. "I've lost two sons, and every year on their birthdays I have a flood of memories and
emotions. Viewing The Wall is the same thing. It's as if you'd lost a member of your family."

Cobb estimates he has been to the Veterans Memorial in Washington about eight times, and every
time it has been the same emotional experience. He always breaks into tears when he sees the
glistening slab of stone bearing the names of more than 200 people in his unit, most of whom he
knew by name or face, who all died in action within one 24-hour period.

I

Each time he's visited the Memorial or a replica of it, Cobb has been in the presence of other Vietnam
veterans. He and Faust plan on going together this time to support each other. They want to be there
for any other veterans who may need the support as well.

"A Vietnam veteran will bond with another one very quickly," Cobb explained. "Whether you delivered
the mail, flew a helicopter or ran a boat up and down the river, you have the same feelings and
closeness with another who was there."

Vietnam veterans may have more memories and emotions tied to The Wall than non-veterans, and
The Wall's presence in Beloit has brought them further recognition; but Cobb and Faust say it's not
about them, or even just Vietnam veterans. They want citizens to realize once The Wall is erected in
Beloit it is a national monument, meant to provide recognition for and pride in all veterans. They
hope to see a large turnout from the community.

"We want everyone to come, whether they served or not. All veterans and community members are
welcome to view it, reflect for a few minutes, volunteer or just say hello," Cobb said.
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