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September 28, 2007
“Time shall not diminish the glory of their deeds”

Become an Original Co-Sponsor of the Military Valor Roll of Honor Act of 2007
Dear Colleague:

Please join us in honoring our nation’s heroes by preserving the memory of their contributions and sacrifices.  We will be introducing legislation to establish the Military Valor Roll of Honor.  This legislation will create a database containing the names and citations of those brave individuals who have been awarded the Medal of Honor or any other medal authorized by Congress.  A comprehensive database does not currently exist.
As General John J. Pershing told his men during World War I, “Time shall not diminish the glory of their deeds.” The passage of the Stolen Valor Act was an important first step in ensuring that we preserve the honor of those who served.  I ask you to take the next step and make their sacrifices public.

We hear stories like that of Army Staff Sgt. Paul Alexander and Staff Sgt. Lawrence Gunderson.  Two brave men who made the ultimate sacrifice for the preservation of liberty and were posthumously honored with the Distinguished Service Cross.  Had it not been for the curiosity and devotion of Staff Sgt. Alexander’s nephew, almost 50 years later, both families may never have known of the honor each soldier earned.  

While such true heroes fade into memory by the nation they served, records of their deeds gather dust in the basement of a forgotten archive and wannabe heroes capture the attention of others.  Last month alone dozens of phony heroes emerged in press reports.  In Fort Worth, Texas, David McClanahan used fake records showing he had received two Silver Stars, multiple Purple Hearts, and a bogus letter from the White House indicating he had been nominated for the Medal of Honor in order to obtain scholarships, bank loans, and speaking engagements.
Having a readily accessible and public database will not only give the tools to law enforcement to prosecute fraudulent claims but it will properly recognize those who have been honored with these citations. 
If you would like to become an original cosponsor of this historic legislation, please contact Alfonso Lopez (Salazar) at 5-4761.

Sincerely,
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Congress of the United States

House of Representatives
MWashington, B 20515
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John T. Salazar





Patrick J. Murphy

Member of Congress




Member of Congress
